
OIL REFINING BASICS

Kigali - Rwanda
02 - Nov 2026 - 06 - Nov 2026
$5,500



Introduction
Oil refining is a critical process in the oil and gas industry, transforming crude oil into
valuable products that fuel the global economy. With rising demand for refined petroleum
products such as gasoline, diesel, jet fuel, and petrochemicals, understanding the intricacies
of oil refining has become essential for professionals in the energy sector. The process
involves a variety of complex technologies that separate and convert crude oil into a wide
range of usable products.

Gentex Training Center's Oil Refining Basics course offers a comprehensive introduction to
the refining process, from crude oil distillation to advanced refining techniques. This 5-day
course is designed for individuals seeking a deeper understanding of refining operations,
including process engineers, plant operators, and other professionals involved in the refining
industry. Participants will gain knowledge of refining technologies, product quality
standards, and the economic and environmental considerations that shape the modern
refining industry.

Oil Refining Basics Course Objectives:
- Understand the basic principles and objectives of oil refining and how crude oil is
transformed into valuable products.

- Gain insights into the various refining processes such as distillation, cracking, reforming,
and hydrotreating, and how these processes are used to produce different petroleum
products.

- Learn the role of refining in meeting global energy demands and its impact on the
environment.

- Become familiar with the various refining units within a refinery, including distillation
columns, reactors, and heat exchangers.

- Understand the different categories of refined petroleum products and their uses in
industries such as transportation, energy, and petrochemicals.



- Study the quality control standards and methods used to ensure the quality of refined
products.

- Examine the challenges faced by the refining industry, including environmental
regulations, energy efficiency, and market demands.

- Learn how refineries are managed, operated, and maintained, with a focus on process
optimization, safety, and risk management.

- Understand the economics of refining, including costs, profitability, and market trends that
influence refining operations.

By the conclusion of this course, participants will have a solid foundation in the
fundamentals of oil refining, enabling them to contribute to refinery operations,
troubleshooting, and process optimization efforts.

Course Methodology:
- Interactive lectures that provide clear explanations of refining concepts, processes, and
technologies.

- Case studies from real-world refinery operations to highlight key challenges and solutions.

- Hands-on simulations that allow participants to apply theoretical knowledge to practical
refinery scenarios.

- Group discussions and collaborative exercises to encourage problem-solving and idea-
sharing.

- Q&A sessions where participants can seek clarification and deepen their understanding of
complex topics.

This approach ensures that participants not only gain theoretical knowledge but also
develop practical skills that can be applied directly in their work environments.

Who Should Take This Course:



- Process engineers and refinery operators who want to enhance their understanding of
refining processes and technologies.

- Maintenance engineers and technicians working in refineries who need to better
understand the operations they support.

- Environmental engineers and compliance officers responsible for ensuring refineries meet
environmental standards.

- Project managers involved in refining projects or plant upgrades.

- Supply chain managers who work with petroleum products and need a deeper
understanding of the refining process.

- New employees in the refining industry or professionals transitioning into refining roles.

This course is also valuable for anyone who needs a fundamental understanding of the
refining process to work effectively in the energy sector.

Oil Refining Basics Course Outline:

Day 1: Introduction to Oil Refining
- Overview of the oil refining industry and its role in global energy supply.

- Basic concepts in crude oil, petroleum products, and refining operations.

- The refining process: From crude oil to refined products.

- Types of crude oil and their impact on the refining process.

- The structure and function of a refinery: Main refining units and their purpose.

Day 2: Crude Oil Distillation and Separation Processes
- Introduction to distillation: Principles and types of distillation.

- Atmospheric distillation: How it separates crude oil into fractions.

- Vacuum distillation: Refining heavy fractions from atmospheric distillation.



- Role of heat exchangers, pumps, and compressors in distillation units.

- Practical considerations in distillation column design and operation.

Day 3: Cracking and Reforming Processes
- Introduction to cracking: Breaking down large hydrocarbon molecules.

- Types of cracking: Thermal cracking, catalytic cracking, and hydrocracking.

- Reforming processes: Catalytic reforming and its role in producing high-quality gasoline.

- The role of catalysts in cracking and reforming.

- Key challenges in cracking and reforming operations.

Day 4: Advanced Refining Processes and
Environmental Considerations
- Hydrotreating and desulfurization: Removing impurities from refined products.

- Alkylation and polymerization: Producing high-value chemicals and additives.

- Understanding refinery by-products and waste management.

- Environmental challenges in refining: Emissions, waste treatment, and regulations.

- Energy efficiency in refineries: Strategies for reducing energy consumption.

Day 5: Refinery Economics, Quality Control, and Future
Trends
- Economic factors affecting refinery operations: Cost structure and profitability.

- The impact of global oil markets on refinery decision-making.

- Product quality control: Standards, testing, and certifications.

- Future trends in refining: Digitalization, automation, and cleaner technologies.



- Managing refinery operations: Maintenance, safety, and risk management.

Conclusion:
By successfully completing the Oil Refining Basics course at Gentex Training Center,
participants will gain a comprehensive understanding of the key processes and technologies
used in oil refining. This knowledge will empower them to contribute to the efficient
operation, maintenance, and optimization of refinery processes. Participants will also be
equipped with the tools necessary to navigate the economic and environmental challenges
facing the refining industry today. The course provides practical insights that can be applied
directly in refinery operations, ensuring participants are well-prepared to make informed
decisions and improve refinery performance.

Gentex Training Center is dedicated to delivering high-quality, industry-relevant training
that empowers professionals to excel in their careers and contribute effectively to the oil
and gas industry.


