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Introduction

A sealed container crosses several ports and passes through many hands before it reaches
its destination, and every handover is an opportunity for damage, tampering, or undeclared
contents. Inspection is the control that catches those problems while the shipment can still
be corrected. This Cargo Container Inspection Training Course gives inspectors, freight
forwarders, terminal staff, and supply chain professionals a complete working method for
examining containers properly. Participants learn container construction and markings, the
inspection sequence for external and internal checks, sealing and tamper evidence,
documentation verification, dangerous goods handling, and reporting. Furthermore, the
course covers the standards and record-keeping that make an inspection defensible.

Cargo Container Inspection Course Objectives

- Identify container types, structures, and their CSC safety approval markings.
- Read container identification, size, type, and weight markings correctly.

- Perform a structured external inspection before loading or unloading.

- Conduct internal inspection including cleanliness, odour, and residue checks.
- Verify seals, seal numbers, and tamper-evident features.

- Recognise common concealment methods and contraband indicators.

- Apply ISO 17712 high-security seal standards and sealing procedures.

- Check documentation against the container and consignment.

- Identify container condition issues and record damage findings.

- Handle dangerous goods inspections with segregation and safety rules.

Course Methodology

- Facilitated sessions built on real inspection reports, seal records, and case files.

- Visual inspection exercises using container photographs and defect catalogues.
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- Documentation verification labs against consignment papers and packing lists.
- Simulation of a full container inspection with reporting and escalation.

- Group exercise on an inspection programme with records and audit trail design.

Who Should Take This Course

- Container and cargo inspectors.

- Port and terminal operations staff.

- Freight forwarding and shipping agency personnel.
- Warehouse receiving and dispatch supervisors.

- Customs and border control officers.

- HSE and security staff in container handling operations.

Cargo Container Inspection Course Outlines

Day 1: Container Types, Structure, and Markings

- Container categories: dry, reefer, open top, flat rack, tank, and special types.
- Structural components: corner posts, frames, doors, and floor.

- Container Safety Convention (CSC) plate and inspection requirements.

- Identification markings: owner code, serial number, and check digit.

- Size and type codes and their interpretation.

- Maximum gross, tare, and payload markings.

- Reefer and tank container specific inspection points.

Day 2: External Inspection and Damage Assessment

- Systematic inspection route from top to bottom and around the frame.
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- Detecting dents, cracks, corrosion, and structural deformation.

- Door inspection: hinges, gaskets, locking bars, and handles.

- Floor, roof, and side wall checks for holes and repairs.

- Assessing repair quality and unauthorised modifications.

- Recording damage with photographic evidence and description.

- Accepting, rejecting, or conditionally accepting a container.

Day 3: Internal Inspection and Contamination Control

- Opening procedures and safety precautions before entry.

- Light, ventilation, and confined space considerations.

- Cleanliness checks: previous cargo residue, odours, and pest evidence.
- Contamination, stain, and chemical residue detection.

- Floor and lining inspection for cracks and hidden compartments.

- Recording findings and deciding on cleaning or rejection.

- Food-grade and pharma-grade container requirements.

Day 4: Seals, Security, and Tamper Detection

- Seal types: bolt, cable, plastic, and electronic seals.

- ISO 17712 high-security seal classification and marking.

- Seal application, verification, and recording procedures.

- Comparing seal numbers against bills of lading and manifests.

- Tamper indicators: broken seals, residue, repair marks, and anomalies.
- Concealment methods: false floors, linings, and hidden compartments.

- Security escalation and reporting a suspected breach.
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Day 5: Documentation, Dangerous Goods, and
Reporting

- Cross-checking the container against invoice, packing list, and manifest.
- Bill of lading and seal number reconciliation.

- Dangerous goods documentation, labels, and segregation rules.

- Temperature and ventilation requirements for reefer cargo.

- Writing an inspection report with evidence and findings.

- Record retention, audit trails, and evidence pack assembly.

- Building a container inspection programme and improvement cycle.

Conclusion

By successfully completing the Cargo Container Inspection Training Course, participants will
have acquired a solid working knowledge of container types and markings, external and
internal inspection techniques, sealing and tamper detection, documentation verification,
dangerous goods handling, and inspection reporting. They will leave able to find defects,
contamination, and tampering before goods move on, and to document findings in a way
that supports claims and stands up to audit. Gentex Training Center delivers this
programme with inspection and cargo handling practitioners who examine containers in live
operations.

FAQs for the Cargo Container Inspection course
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Q1 What is the "Cargo Container Inspection” course
about?

It is a five-day programme on examining cargo containers correctly. It covers container
types and markings, external and internal inspection, sealing and tamper detection,
documentation verification, dangerous goods requirements, and inspection reporting.

Q2 What are the key benefits of the "Cargo Container
Inspection” course?

Participants catch structural damage, contamination, and tampering before goods move
on, reduce rejected consignments and cargo claims, and satisfy customs and shipper
inspection expectations. They also gain records that support claims and withstand audit.

Q3 What skills will I gain from the "Cargo Container
Inspection” course?

You will gain container identification and markings interpretation, external and internal
inspection technique, seal verification and tamper detection, and documentation checks,
dangerous goods handling, and inspection reporting.
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Q4 What tools, methods, or standards are covered in
the "Cargo Container Inspection” course?

The course works with the Container Safety Convention (CSC) plate and inspection
requirements, container identification codes including owner code, serial number and check
digit, size and type codes, maximum gross, tare and payload markings, systematic external
inspection routes, door assembly and gasket checks, internal cleanliness and residue
assessment, ISO 17712 high-security seal classification, seal number reconciliation against
bills of lading and manifests, tamper indicator recognition, concealment detection,
dangerous goods labels and segregation rules, and inspection report and record retention
standards.

Q5 How is the "Cargo Container Inspection” course
applied in real-world practice?

Teams apply it when receiving a container at a terminal or warehouse, verifying a seal
before unloading, assessing damage before accepting a consignment, checking
documentation against the load, inspecting a reefer unit, and filing a damage or tamper
report to support a claim.
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