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Introduction

Advanced Transfer Pricing Benchmarking Training Course develops the analytical skill that
supports almost every defensible transfer pricing position. A benchmarking study
determines the arm'’s length range, and that range decides whether an intercompany price
or margin survives tax authority review. Poor comparables, careless screening, and
undocumented adjustments turn a solid pricing policy into an assessment. This course builds
the benchmarking discipline that prevents that. It covers comparability factors, database
searching, and screening criteria. Furthermore, it applies financial adjustments, interquartile
range analysis, and documentation standards. In addition, it covers industry-specific
benchmarking and audit defence. As a result, participants produce benchmarking studies
that withstand challenge.

Advanced Transfer Pricing Benchmarking Course
Objectives

- Explain the role of benchmarking within the arm’s length principle.

- Apply the comparability factors to controlled and uncontrolled transactions.
- Characterise the tested party and select the appropriate method.

- Design database searches using reliable commercial datasets.

- Apply screening criteria including SIC codes and independence tests.

- Perform financial adjustments for accounting and functional differences.

- Calculate and interpret the interquartile range and arm'’s length range.

- Apply the range to an infercompany price, margin, or profit split.

- Document benchmarking methodology and defend it under review.

- Refresh studies and monitor benchmark data over time.

Course Methodology
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- Interactive lectures with real benchmarking case studies.

- Comparability analysis and screening criteria workshops.

- Database search construction and financial adjustment exercises.
- Interquartile range calculation and range application practice.

- Structured peer review with facilitator feedback on benchmarking studies.

Who Should Take This Course

- Transfer pricing specialists and tax managers.

- Finance and accounting professionals in multinational groups.
- Group tax and compliance officers.

- Controllers managing intercompany pricing.

- Tax advisors and benchmarking analysts.

- Internal auditors reviewing transfer pricing documentation.

Advanced Transfer Pricing Benchmarking Course
Outlines

Day 1: Benchmarking and the Arm’s Length Principle

- Role of benchmarking within the arm’s length principle.

- The comparability analysis process from transaction to range.
- Functional analysis inputs to benchmarking design.

- Tested party selection and its effect on the outcome.

- Method choice and its benchmarking requirements.

- Timing, year-end, and multiple-year data considerations.

- Case study: reviewing a flawed benchmarking study.
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Day 2: Comparability Factors and Screening

- The five comparability factors and their application.

- Product, functional, contractual, economic, and business factors.
- Independence and ownership screening criteria.

- SIC and industry code classification.

- Geographic market and size criteria design.

- Quantitative and qualitative screening thresholds.

- Workshop: building a screening criteria set for a study.

Day 3: Database Search and Financial Adjustments

- Commercial database options and their coverage limits.

- Search strategy construction and query design.

- Rejecting comparables and documenting exclusion reasons.
- Balance sheet and profit and loss normalisation.

- Adjustments for accounting policy differences.

- Working capital and risk adjustments.

- Workshop: applying financial adjustments to comparables.

Day 4: Interquartile Range and Range Application

- Statistical analysis of comparable results.

- Calculating quartiles and the interquartile range.

- Full range versus interquartile range selection.

- Applying the range to an intercompany margin or price.

- Handling results outside the range and adjustments.
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- Testing loss-making comparables and start-up entities.

- Workshop: computing the range and applying it to a transaction.

Day 5: Documentation, Refresh, and Audit Defence

- Benchmarking report structure and disclosure requirements.
- Documenting search strategy and rejection rationale.

- Annual refresh cycles and data monitoring.

- Responding to tax authority benchmarking challenges.

- Presenting benchmarking evidence in audit defence.

- Common benchmarking weaknesses and remediation.

- Course review, assessment, and action planning.

Conclusion

By successfully completing Advanced Transfer Pricing Benchmarking, participants will gain
a thorough understanding of benchmarking's role in the arm's length principle,
comparability factor application, screening criteria design, database searching, financial
adjustments, interquartile range calculation, range application, and documentation and
audit defence. They will also acquire practical skills in comparability analysis and screening
design, database search construction and financial adjustment, interquartile range
calculation and range application, and benchmarking documentation and audit defence. In
addition, the course prepares them to produce benchmarking studies that withstand tax
authority scrutiny. Gentex Training Center delivers this programme with a strong focus on
applied analytical technique and defensible benchmarking conclusions.

GENTEX

TRAINING CENTER



LEARN BOLD. LEAD BEYOND

GENTEX Training Center LLC | Orlando - FL, USA
Info@gentextraining.com

FAQs for Advanced Transfer Pricing Benchmarking
course

Q1 What is the "Advanced Transfer Pricing
Benchmarking" course about?

It is a five-day programme on building benchmarking studies that support intercompany
pricing. It covers comparability factors, tested party selection, database search
construction, screening criteria, financial adjustments, interquartile range calculation, range
application, documentation, and audit defence.

Q2 What are the key benefits of the "Advanced
Transfer Pricing Benchmarking” course?

Participants produce benchmarking studies that hold up under tax authority review. The
course improves comparability factor analysis and screening design, sharpens database
search construction, strengthens financial adjustment work, improves interquartile range
calculation and application, reduces documentation gaps, and prepares the group to defend
its arm'’s length range in audit.

Q3 What skills will I gain from the "Advanced Transfer
Pricing Benchmarking” course?

Participants gain comparability analysis and screening design, database search
construction and financial adjustment, interquartile range calculation and range
application, and benchmarking documentation and audit defence. These four skills cover
the practical core of transfer pricing benchmarking work.
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Q4 What tools, methods, or standards are covered in
the "Advanced Transfer Pricing Benchmarking” course?

The course covers the arm’s length principle and benchmarking's role within it, the
comparability analysis process, the five comparability factors covering product, functional,
contractual, economic and business factors, tested party selection, method choice and
benchmarking requirements, timing and multiple-year data considerations, independence
and ownership screening criteria, SIC and industry code classification, geographic market
and size criteria, quantitative and qualitative screening thresholds, commercial database
options and coverage limits, search strategy and query design, comparable rejection
documentation, balance sheet and profit and loss normalisation, accounting policy
adjustments, working capital and risk adjustments, quartile calculation and the interquartile
range, full range versus interquartile range selection, range application to margins and
prices, loss-making and start-up comparable treatment, benchmarking report structure,
disclosure requirements, annual refresh cycles, data monitoring, and tax authority challenge
response.

Q5 How is the "Advanced Transfer Pricing
Benchmarking" course applied in real-world practice?

Participants apply the methods to their own benchmarking projects. They perform functional
analyses, characterise the tested party, select the method, design database searches, apply
screening criteriaq, reject and document unsuitable comparables, adjust financial data for
differences, calculate the interquartile range, apply it to intercompany margins or prices,
draft the benchmarking report, and refresh the study annually. Many leave with a screening
criteria template, a financial adjustment worksheet, and a benchmarking report structure
ready to use.
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